Liver transplantation for multiple angiomyolipomas complicating tuberous sclerosis complex.
Tuberous sclerosis complex is a genetic multisystem disorder characterised by widespread hamartomas in several organs, including the brain, heart, skin, eyes, kidney, lung, and liver. Hepatic multiple, bilateral angiomyolipomas are a rare and usually asymptomatic complication in patients with tuberous sclerosis. We report here the case of a patient who needed liver transplantation because of debilitating manifestations and mechanical complications of massive liver involvement by multiple angiomyolipomas (severe malnutrition, anorexia and abdominal pain). Seventeen tumors, from 2 to 16 cm in diameter, were identified at examination of the liver explant. No feature suggestive of malignant behaviour was identified at histological examination. In conclusion, this unusual indication of liver transplantation underlines the interest of this therapeutic approach for benign tumors for which the multiplicity of the lesions and their huge volume prevent any attempt at surgical resection.